Creation  of  the Russian  ampelographic  collection
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Russia today needs to establish its own ampelographic collection since the largest existing collections of the Soviet Union are now located in new independent states following the collapse of the USSR, and also because of the deterioration of grape germplasm throughout the Community of Independent States (CIS). Three research organizations of the Russian Federation, the Vavilov Institute for Plant Growing (VIPG), the North Caucasus Regional Institute for Horticulture and Viticulture (NCRIHV) and Kuban State Agrarian University (KSAU) are in charge of this task.
More than 3600 samples of grape have been introduced to Russia over the last 7 years. Of  these, 3150 samples accounting for 88% of the country's  total grape genofond have been collected due to the efforts of VIPG and KSAU. This part of the grape germplasm is currently under study in greater detail.  Contributions to the establishment of the Russian collection of grape genetic resources have been received from 25 ampelographic collections in 10 countries worldwide. The most successful introduction has been from the CIS, with 3055 samples (= 94.5% of today's grape germplasm of Russia) coming from 7 countries of the Community. The largest contributors are the Crimea (1400 samples),  Turkmenistan (360),  Russia itself (540),  Uzbekistan (301) and  Moldova (218).

For Russia, representatives of 13 geographical units of the country have become part of the collection. The major contributor is the Far East Experiment Station of VIPG (one-third of the Primorski region). Nevertheless, grape assortments of Povolzh’ie, Bashkortostan, Michurinsk and other regions of amateur grape growing have not been covered duly so far.

Another 176  grape varieties and forms have been obtained from the USA, Japan and Germany. This accounts for only 5.5% of today’s grape germplasm of Russia, yet the samples are noted for their considerable diversity. Interspecific hybrids whose parentages include American species account for more than 50% of that contribution. Eighteen  seedless and 16 tetraploid forms have been introduced for the first time.

Russia’s grapevine germplasm collected by now is highly diverse as regards its specific and genetic composition. The majority of samples (almost 76.7%) belong  to Vitis vinifera L., including  1471 (57.2%) indigenous grapes and 505 (19.5%) obtained by  intraspecific crossing. Varieties  obtained  by  interspecific crossing  account  for  545  samples and  include  40 rootstocks, some 130 varieties having  forms of  Vitis amurensis Rupr. in their parentages and more than 150 samples with hybrids of Seyve Villard as their ancestors. To be mentioned also are 130 hybrids, 60 clones and more than 100 forms of the species Vitis (Tournef.)L. Of special value are seedless varieties accounting for more than one-third of this category of the world’s grape germplasm. Indigenous varieties of Middle Asia are well covered, with only partial representation of newly  bred  varieties of the CIS  and  other countries.

The creation of the All-Russia database of ampelography and viticulture, which contains some databases from research institutes of the CIS, is underway.  A Web site (http://www.vitis.ru/) has been established. It contains 65 publications dealing with ampelography, grape genetics and breeding, grapevine growing and winemarking. The site also offers various items about grape and wine such as painting, poetry, papers open to discussion and promotional material.
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